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;0/ On a reference from the Ministry oflJaw, Justice and Parliamentary

Affai!"s, the Law Commission received a Bill titled "':f1~~ r;~~Ir;;Fj~ ;;1~1\S1~"1JI~1

I!I~~ ~ "j'f~~ (~ IS mct) ~. ~~~u- for consolidating four Acts, namely;

1. The Societies Registration Act, 1860;

2. The yoluntaty Social Welfare Agencies (Registration and Control)
,

Ordina~ce, t961 (Ordinance No :XL VI of 1961);

3. The Foreign Donations (Voluntiiry Activities) Regulation Ordinance, 1978

(Ol~dinhnce No- XLVI of ] 978);

4. The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Ordinance, 1982 (Ordinance No

XXXI of 1982).

After receipt of the Bi]l Research Officers of the Commission were

assigned to examine it under the guidance of the Members of the Commission.

During the process of the examination the Commission exchanged views with

the persons representing Christian community, namely; Archbishop Michel

Rezario, Bishop BD Mondo1, Denis De)ip Dutta and Sustinto Adhikaty.

Besides the Commission held meetings wid, Associations of Development

Agencies in Bangladesh and Credit and Development Forum. After completion

of the process of discussion the Commission came out with the preparation of

final repoti and its recommendations. The repoti has been prepared keeping in

. view the protection of interests of all concerned invo]ved in the voluntary

socia] activities. The Commission in its recommendations viewed that the

Societies Regisn:ation Act, 1860 may not be repealed \while the three other Acts
I

may be repeated paving the way for making the proposed Bi)) into Act of

Parliament. !"

I

c,

Ikteder Ahmed

. Secretary
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, Report on the proposed bill concerning consolidation of 4 (four)

'. i existing laws on Voluntary Social Welfare Organisation.
~i
1"

This is a reference by the Government under section 6 (Ena) of the Law

Commission Act, 1996. The relevant portion of the letter of reference

addressed to the Commission by the MinistIy of Law, Justice and

Parliamentary Affairs under letter no.82 Ain Dated 13.2.2000 runs as follows:-

"tctl2f~ "<ft~~TC';f:-t "t~~I~
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(.~~~(.~ffl~ ~~ ~~
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OUR VIEWS

The terms of reference respecting amalgamation of the 4 existing

laws has received our anxious consideration.

The laws sought to be consolidated under the proposed bill are:

1.. The Societies Registration Act, 1860;

2. The Voluntary Social Welfare Agencies (Registration And

Control) Ordinance, 1961 (Ordinance No. XLVI of 1961);

3. The Foreign Donations (Voluntary Activities) Regulation
. Ordinance, 1978 (Ordinance No. XL VI of 1978); and
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4. The Foreign Contributions (Regulation) Ordinance, 1982

i (Ordinance No. XXXI of 1982).

iff'
The proposed bill has been aimed at substituting all the aforesaid

laws by a new law under the title, '":qt~~ (.~[)~I(.~~ ~&!I\ST~"1jl't ~~~ ~

~~~ (~ '3 ~'t) ~, ~~~b-"

The preambles and the provisions of the respective Act and

Ordinances and also the definitions therein indicate that the purposes of

the said Act and Ordinances are not one and the same. The Societies

Registration Act, 1860, was enacted for enabling any seven or more

persons for associating themselves for any literary or scientific purpose or

for such purposes as are mentioned in section 20 of the Actl (see section

1). Such associations were not conceived to be dependent upon any

internal or external donations. The purposes to be achieved by such

associations have been enumerated under section 20 of the said Act

namely, "Societies established for the promotion of science, literature, or

the fine arts, for instruction, the diffusion of useful knowledge, (the

diffusion of political education), the foundation or maintenance of

libraries or reading rooms for general use among the members or open to

. the public, or public museums and galleries of painting and other works

of art, collections of natural history, mechanical and philosophical

inventions, instruments, or designs". Such societies fulfilling the

conditions of the said Act are to be registered by the Registrar of the Joint

stock Company without any option to reject registration. The words

occurring in section 3 of the said Act namely, "upon such memorandum

and certified copy being filed, the registrar shall certify under his hand

that the society is registered under this Act", amply clarify this point.

1 The Societies Registration Act, 1860.
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