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The Chairperson, Hon’ble Justice Mustafa Kamal commenced the day’s proceedings with his welcome address.  At the onset he acknowledged the respected guests present---

1. Mr. Abu Baqar Sidiqquie, District Judge, Rajshahi;

2. Mr. Lionel A. Levert, QC, Project Director, CIDA Legal Reform Project, Part-A;

3. Mr. Alnoor S. Meghani, Field Project Director, CIDA Legal Reform Project, Part-A;

4. Mr. Saidur Islam, Secretary, Law Commission, Bangladesh;

5. Prof. Dr. Shah Alam, Consultant, Legal Reform Project.

He thanked all for their kind presence at the conference. He gave a summary of the activities taken in furtherance of this project and, the procedure of preparation of the background paper for the proposed reform by Prof. Dr. Shah Alam. He spoke about the regional workshop held in April in Chittagong on the same issue and informed that the present conference was a repetition of such a step. He also informed that these steps were essential for preparing a sound reform proposal, which would contain the views and recommendations of all concerned quarters not only educationalists. In order to collect this information, special questionnaires were prepared by the Law Commission and supplied to teachers, students, Judges, Lawyers. On the basis of these an interim report would be formulated by Prof. Shah Alam, upon which another series of working sessions would be organised where Specialists in this field would refine and modify the interim report to prepare a final report, which would be sent to the Government as recommendations for reforms by the Law Commission. He informed that role of the Law Commission was that of a think-tank, which would attempt to formulate in the best possible way a complete reform paper to be recommended to the Government and He, therefore, requested all present to actively participate in the working session and voice their valued opinions, suggestions and criticisms, though in brief. He expressed that it is the desire of the Law Commission to prepare a wholly representative reform proposal and reiterated the importance of participation and contribution of all to achieving this end.

The Hon’ble Chairperson then proceeded to invite Mr. Levert to give an outline of the legal reform project carried on by the Law Commission in association with CIDA.

Mr. Levert: said that it was his great pleasure to address the impressive assembly of legal scholars and other great minds who, because of their keen interest for the quality of legal education in the country have generously responded to the Law Commission’s invitation to come and share their views on the best ways to enhance the quality and effective ness of the legal education system in the country. He informed that CIDA was working for over 3 years along with the Law Commission supporting a number of initiatives aimed at developing the Law Commissions capacity. He referred to the international conference on Law Reform held in June 2002 in Dhaka in which legal experts from India, Pakistan, Canada, New Zealand and Bangladesh, which focused on Law Reform steps, such as—priority setting methods, consultation and communication methodologies. He opined that the present initiative of the Law Commission, supported by CIDA for enhancing the Legal Education System in the Country was of great importance and that an essential part of the Commission’s work in carrying out this task was the “consultation process”, with legal education experts as well as representatives of other segments of society. He said that he was happy to be a part of this process and making sure the views of the largest possible amount of people are heard and taken into account by the Commission in preparing its report on this important matter. He concluded by inviting all participants to engage in a frank and open discussion on this subject, and hoped that the exchange of views would be productive and would result in appropriate measures being taken by the relevant authorities to ensure that the country has legal education system all can be proud of.

The Hon’ble Chairperson then invited Prof. Dr. Shah Alam to present the revised background paper.

Prof. Shah Alam: began his presentation by acknowledging all the distinguished guests and participants. Welcoming all to the session he asked those present for their complete co-operation and invited them to take part in a very intimate, informal, homely and frank manner. Expressing his pleasure at having the rare opportunity of being able to present such an important background paper, he said that he was honoured and proud to share his own and His colleagues’ views on the reform, ‘need for reform’ of legal education in Bangladesh. He expressed his thanks to the Law Commission and CIDA for inviting him to prepare this paper. He reiterated the importance of the present session as the legal education system is in a dismal state and in dire need of reforms. He also mentioned that though there has been much discussion on this subject none have seen fruition due to various reasons. But he was optimistic that the present project would result differently as this was the first time in Bangladesh that the Law Commission itself, which is a highly credible body, undertook such a project. He stated that legal education is an integral part of the entire legal system of Bangladesh, because without a sound legal education system we cannot hope to have an effective Judiciary and for this all concerned quarters are stakeholders in the process of improvement and enhancement of the system.

He articulated his deep appreciation for the endeavour and role of the Chairperson, Hon’ble Justice Mustafa Kamal. He assured the participants that the suggested reforms would be strongly recommended by the Commission to the Government and all possible steps would be taken on their part to further it’s implementation. To give these recommendations the required weight the Law Commission has adopted a wide and comprehensive methodology of consultation in various ways with the entire civil society and legal community. The basic point, he stated, was to involve all concerned people in the preparation of the Final Report, so that it is not only the report of Law Commission or CIDA but of the entire legal community of Bnagladesh. The aim is to make the government aware of the tremendous contribution and support of the people behind this initiative. In this way the Government will feel a responsibility or obligation to give due consideration to the implementation of the reforms.

Prof. Shah Alam then proceeded to highlight some of the main points of the background paper to facilitate more lively and instant deliberations, which can be included in the final paper. He focused on the following points: -

1. The objectives of legal education. We need to know what are the formal objectives of legal education. Besides the civil and criminal justice system the other mode of resolving dispute is ADR, which can function to resolve disputes peacefully. Legal education must also facilitate in all possible ways wide access of the people to justice. The law curriculum and teaching must be formulated in such a way so that the law graduates are motivated to make the legal system most beneficial to the people. This should be the main objective of legal education.

2. There must be a certain policy or set of standards of legal education. Specific policies or standards must be laid down in keeping with the objectives of legal education. He identified three components of these policies or standards—

· The types of law schools that are desirable to administer legal education.

· The courses and programmes offered in these law schools, and 

· The methodology of realisation of these courses or teaching methodology.

3. The nature of legal education, whether it should be academic or vocational. He elaborated on the models of UK and USA legal education. He mentioned that the USA system is a wonderful blend of academic and vocational legal education in the law schools. However he reminded that any model formulated in respect of our legal education system would be according to the needs and circumstances of our country. On the other hand, he stated, in our country the method of education in the law schools is primarily academic or theoretical and we have no institutionalised form of clinical legal education system, except the Bar Vocational Course, which is an isolated institution for only those graduates desiring to enter practice. Besides that the type of pupilage system is not working. Therefore virtually there is no comprehensive institutionalised practical legal training for graduates. So we have no specific formula of legal education. Quoting the suggestion of a legal educationalist, Prof. Shah Alam informed that, it has been shown in our country only 30percent of law graduates enter into practice, whereas 70percent enter into other professions and therefore the vocational aspect of legal education should not be over-emphasised. Therefore it has been suggested that the nature of legal education in law schools should be quality academic, general and liberal legal education but not focusing on the very practical nature of such education. In case of those graduates who wish to enter practice, there should be an institutionalised form of practical or clinical legal education, as is done in UK, after graduation for one year. 

4. The discrepancies in the two systems of legal education, especially in the faculty, teaching methods, duration of courses etc. and the methods to remedy these discrepancies. There should be a uniform system of legal education to ensure its quality and effectiveness.

5. Curriculum development, in both the universities and private law colleges, as in including new subjects and improving the present curriculum.

6. Improving the teaching methodology, to make it more practical and realistic not violating the academic nature of legal education.

7. Designing the curriculum and teaching methodology in such a manner that the students can develop their analytical abilities and communication skills; a system, which can enable them, analyse law and apply law to fact. There must also be a method for developing the language skills of the students and the language problem regarding English must be remedied. Incorporating ‘legal aid’ as a method of clinical legal education.

8. Other issues such as---admission pre-qualification, system of evaluation and ensuring accountability of teachers, improving the quality especially of college legal education.

9. Establishing a National body to monitor the legal education system in the Country, which would oversee reforms and implementation of reforms; it would monitor the quality of legal education throughout Bangladesh, both in universities and colleges. A strong, viable agency to ensure the quality legal education would attach the much-needed importance to this sector. On the other hand this task may also be given to the Bar Council instead of creating a separate body. For this the education monitoring committee of the Bar Council can be improved and it’s powers enhanced so that it can effectively carry out the task of monitoring the quality of legal education in Bangladesh.

10. Inclusion of law subjects in the SSC and HSC level to enhance the general legal consciousness, legal awareness and also to prepare those who are intending to enter into higher legal education.

11. Remedying the language problem and to develop communication skills in English, to keep pace with the changing times. Graduates should be encouraged to be bilingual and adept in both languages.

He reiterated the fervent intention of the Law Commission to produce a truly representative final paper consisting of public opinion and hope to see this dear project to its fruition. He concluded on this note expressing his great happiness to be a part of this important and significant reform.

Thereafter the Hon’ble Chairperson laid down some guidelines for carrying on the deliberations and the participatory process and commenced the working session.

1. Advocate Nurul Islam, Principal Jessore Law College, explained the phenomenon of mushroom growth of private law colleges and the method of teaching in these colleges. He reiterated the need for Bengali in the legal education system inspite of the growing demand for English. He suggested that equal importance should be attached to both languages to provide practical and balanced legal education. He expressed his dismay at the lack of legal experts, educationalists and the absence of a law faculty in the National University, which has resulted in the poor quality of legal education in the law colleges, which are under the jurisdiction of the National University. He strongly suggested that this system should be changed and that the law colleges should be brought under the regional jurisdiction of the Universities.

2. Abu Baqar Siddique, Prof. and Former Dean, Faculty of Law, Rajshahi University, firstly queried whether the Law Commission has been appointed by the Government to carry out this project or whether it is a project undertaken on their own initiative. 

In answer to this the Chairperson said that, the Law Commission Act, 1996 provides that, the Commission can make studies and recommendations on legal education of the country. 

After this the respected participant asked the Chairperson about the dimension of the statutory authority of the Law Commission in the matter of legal education in comparison with the statutory authority of other bodies, such as---the Bar Council and Universities. He also queried whether it is in conformity with the Government policies with regard to legal education. 

In reply to this the Chairperson briefly stated that, even though the Government allocates very insignificant amount of the National Budget towards legal education but because of the increasing demand of legal experts in the executive work of the Government, there is a policy for the creation of a Legal Cadre like the BCS Cadre for recruiting legal experts in the various fields of Government work and for this the Government will take necessary steps to enhance the legal education system and produce quality and professional law graduates.

Mr. Siddique opined that the problems and remedies have been adequately identified and hoped that proper steps would be taken in furtherance of this project. As regards the establishment of a National Body to monitor legal education throughout the country, he expressed that it must consist of adequate representatives from the educational institutions, both universities and colleges. As regards the deplorable condition of legal education in the law colleges he suggested that, some pre-admission qualifications must be prescribed and some pre-law courses in the HSC level should be included. 

At this point the session was adjourned for a half-hour tea break

3. After the tea break the meeting resumed where it had left off and Mr. Siddique continued with his suggestions on the reform paper.  He spoke about the duration of courses and the subjects included in the curriculum, as prescribed by the Bar Council. He suggested that the present curriculum must be updated by including some new subjects, which are essential for keeping in pace with the changing times. He also suggested that the duration of courses in both universities and colleges should be made a uniform period of 4years, after HSC. He also suggested that, the National University must create a Law Faculty for effective and sound management and monitoring of the law colleges. He also opined that there should also be a system of monitoring the education in the private universities. He supported the system of ensuring accountability of teachers and method of evaluation by the students. He suggested that in the greater interest a liaison should be established between the faculties, bar and bench, for exchange of views and improvement of the whole condition of the Judiciary. He also suggested that a system of continuing legal education must also be implemented. With these valuable suggestions Mr. Siddique concluded his deliberation.

4. Dr. Sharkar Ali Akkas, Associate Prof. Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, extended his Congratulations to Prof. Shah Alam on the preparation of an excellent background paper. He also emphasised the need for developing the research skills of graduates along with the Analytical and development of graduates.  He suggested that the teachers should take additional responsibility in moulding the students and in order to help them discharge these responsibilities the authorities should provide teachers with additional and adequate institutional support, such as---remuneration, access to technology, welfare funds, sabbaticals etc. he opined that the paper should clarify the issues regarding legal education in private universities. He suggested that steps should be taken to improve the quality of legal education and the condition of the teachers in the private law colleges. 

5. Abdul Halim, Prof. Department of Social Science, Rajshahi University, suggested that more laws should be included in the curriculum of the LLB Course. He also queried whether the Law Commission could take any step to provide short courses on laws and their applications to social workers and other professions that are indirectly connected to law.

6. Advocate Md. Lutfur Rahman, Principal, Serajganj Law College, said that the course system in the private law colleges should not be altered but kept the same. He opined that steps should be taken to improve the quality of teachers in the law colleges and stressed the need for law colleges at the district level. He strongly the opposed the proposal of having the Bar Council as the National Body for monitoring legal education as it was purely the responsibility of the academicians and not the function of the Bar Council. He expressed his disappointment at the absence of a law faculty in the National University. He supported the proposal of updating the curriculum keeping in view the demands of the present society. 

7. Md. Lutfur Rahman Shishir, Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, commended the Law Commission on organising such a consultation meeting. He supported the view of a uniform system of legal education beginning after HSC. Next he supported the view off enhancing the present curriculum to include subjects like ----ADR, Legal Ethics etc. he also suggested that the LLM Courses should be structured to be more research oriented. 

8. Unidentified speaker---- supported the present system of 2years pass course. He strongly supported the inclusion of Law of Communication and Information Technology, Medical Jurisprudence in the curriculum for the proper administration of criminal justice as well as the inclusion of the Jail Code in the curriculum to the ends of ensuring Human Rights. He also suggested the creation of an integrated curriculum, which would include other subjects, such as---economics, sociology

9. Dr. Robiul Hossain, Prof. and Former Dean, Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, suggested the entire institutional system of legal education should be reformed. He opined that a system should be formulated whereby the teachers in the private law colleges are given the required assistance and grants by the Government and are employed on a full-time basis to improve the condition, he said that the pre-admission qualifications in colleges should be made more stringent. He criticised the jurisdiction of the National University and suggested that the colleges should be transferred to the regional jurisdiction of Universities. He voiced his opinion against the politicisation of education in the institutions and said that no reform would be effective unless this situation was changed.

10. Advocate A.M.Mozammel Haque, Principal… suggested that the existing system of 2 years LLB Course should continue, otherwise it would be an added economic burden on the students. He also suggested that, the curriculum should be developed and emphasised the inclusion of Legal Ethics and Canons of Professional Legal Conduct in the course

11. Mr. Ali Akbar Pramanik, Advocate and Prof. Rajshahi Law College, suggested that to maintain a minimum standard and equilibrium of education in the law colleges a system of visiting professors, financed by the Government or the UGC or the Law Commission and a uniform syllabus according to international standards should be formulated. He too expressed dissatisfaction at the jurisdiction of the National University and suggested that, the colleges be taken into the regional jurisdiction of the Universities or under the UGC or the Law Commission. He suggested that devising a mixed methodology of teaching, that is, academic as well as clinical teaching methodology should be implemented to ensure maximum effectiveness. He suggested that while appointing teachers the requirement of 5years of practice should be added. He disagreed with the proposal of establishing the Bar Council as a monitoring body.  He proposed that teaching of law in the private universities should be barred. He also suggested that equal emphasis should be placed on both English and Bengali in the education system.

12. Sayeda Anju, Prof. Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, strongly supported the proposal of including legal education in the SSC and HSC level, as this would increase access to law and employment opportunity but queried about the extent and nature of legal education at this level.

13. Advocate Nurul Rahman, President Rajshahi Bar Association and President of the Governing Body of the Rajshahi Law College, suggested that the medium of instruction should be Bengali; the subject of Drafting, Medical Jurisprudence, Environmental Law should be included in the curriculum. He emphasised on the vocational aspect of legal education and said that Government should provide financial assistance to implement this.

14. Abraham Lincoln, Principal, Kurigram Law College, stated that the teachers in the universities should pay more attention to their particular duties. He suggested that the LLB Honours Course should be included in the Government Colleges throughout the country instead of being limited to the private law colleges only. He also suggested that a policy stating the requirements for appointment of teachers in colleges should be formulated and these colleges should also be given financial assistance or grants, which are essential for sustaining the law colleges. He strongly opposed the alteration of duration of LLB Pass Course form 2years to 3years. He supported the proposal of curriculum development and inclusion of current issues. He said that the National Budget should make specific provision for legal education. He concluded his speech by commending the Law Commission for their timely and splendid initiative.

15. Dean, Faculty of Law, Kushtia Islamic University, suggested that legal education should be included in the HSC level as a compulsory subject and also said that, LLB Honours should be included as a course in all Government colleges. 

16. Advocate Ahmudullah Chowdhury, President Chapainawabganj Bar, suggested that the syllabus of the LLB Course should be revised and include practical subjects. He suggested that the teaching methodology in LLB Honours Course should   be a blend of 3years academic education and 1year of clinical education. He stated that the medium of instruction should be English and practising lawyers should be appointed as teachers, either on full-time or part-time basis, in both the universities and colleges, to provide the students with realistic legal education.

17. Unidentified Speaker------In order to improve legal education the quality of the stages prior to legal education has to be improved. The education must be practical and realistic, the course should be made semester system; teachers of law colleges must be given adequate and handsome remuneration and benefits if they are to function properly and with dedication plus there must be a system of ensuring accountability of teachers, this will surely contribute in enhancing the quality of legal education. Another matter, which has been overlooked, is development of infrastructure of the law colleges, unless steps are taken to improve the institutional infrastructure. Research and library facilities, which are indispensable for sound legal education, must be provided in the law colleges either by the Government or by the UGC, as most of these colleges do not have the ability to provide for these on their own. He disapproved the proposal of bringing legal education or the curriculum under the control of the Bar Council. Lastly he opined that unless the educational institutions are freed of political influence no steps for improvement of the quality could be truly effective. 

18.  A. Na. Ma. Wahid, Asst. Prof. Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, he felt that, firstly, the essential features of a successful legal education system must be identified before taking any steps for the improvement of the legal education and then accommodate those features in our legal education system; secondly, he suggested that development of research facilities have to be ensured to improve the quality of education and further suggested that various Donor agencies that provide financial assistance to various institutions can more effectively contribute if they take steps to supply up-to-date education materials. He also supported the proposal of harmonising the relationship of the Bar, Bench and Faculties.

19. Tapash Kumar Das, Student of LLM, Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, spoke about the inefficiency of the present intimation course and suggested that, term of 3months compulsory intimation course between the period the LLB and LLM should be provided. He also suggested that clinical legal education should be made a compulsory part of the honours course and stated that the medium of instruction in this course in all institutions should be English to compete at the international level. He supported the proposal of a National Monitoring Body.

20. Hasan Reza, 3rd LLB Honours, Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, strongly supported the proposal of compulsorily making English the medium of instruction in the LLB Honours Course. 

21. Belal Mohammed, 4th Year LLB Honours, Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, spoke about the insufficiency of legal literature in the educational institutions.

22. Advocate Rezaul Karim Talukder, President, District Lawyers Association, Serajganj, supported English as the medium of instruction in the institutions. 

23. Advocate Sekander Azam, President, Gaibandha Bar, suggested that, legal education must be made more versatile and supported the measure of including legal education in the SSC and HSC level.

24. Unidentified Speaker, suggested that the duration of legal education, specifically the Honours course, in both universities and colleges must be a uniform duration of 4years. He said that in order to establish the Rule of Law and an effective Judiciary the legal education system has to be comprehensively reformed so that people are attracted to the study of law, even though there may be financial or monetary constraints. Lastly he suggested that thought students of law must be adept in both Bengali and English the medium of instruction should undoubtedly be English. He also suggested that to improve the quality of legal education in the private law colleges the teachers in these colleges must be patronised by the Government. He supported the step of extensively involving the Bar Council in legal education. Lastly he concluded by wishing the Law commission every success in their endeavour.  

25.  Advocate Shakhawat Hossain, President, Natore Bar, he opined that the present system of LLB Course in the private law colleges should be unaltered, he also said that in order to increase the general awareness about law legal education should be included in the HSC level as an optional subject. He said that the medium of instruction should be bilingual. He supported the involvement of the Bar Council in legal education and strongly emphasised on developing a system of vocational legal education. 

26. Mr. Shamsul Abedin, Prof. Bogra Law College, he also emphasised on the development of the infrastructure of the Law Colleges and requested the assistance of Donor Agencies, such as---CIDA, in this regard; he spoke about the feasibility of Government grants which is necessary to sustain the law colleges, as enhancing the quality of legal education was not the sole responsibility of the teachers or college authority only but also the responsibility of the State. He spoke about the need for a new curriculum and requested the Law Commission for making Bengali study materials and journals available to the colleges.

27. Mr. Al-Mahmood, Secretary, Bogra Bar Association, suggested that a short course for subjects, which are essential for practice, such as—medical jurisprudence, should be included in the course of Law Colleges.  He supported the proposal that a body is necessary for monitoring legal education.

28. Advocate Sultan Mahmood Chowdhury, Naogaon Bar, suggested that institutional support is presently most needed to enhance the quality of education in the law colleges. He supported the proposal of Prof. Abu Baqar Siddique regarding reforming the duration of the LLB Honours Course. He disagreed with the restriction imposed upon admission of 3rd class holders into the LLB Honours Course. He suggested that all the study materials required for legal education should be provided in Bengali to bridge the disparity between the quality of education in both languages.

29. Md.ShawkatHossain, Student, 4thYear LLB Hons. Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, suggested that nature of legal education in the SSC level should be Constitution based and Juvenile Crime related subjects. He supported the view of the inclusion of Medical Jurisprudence and Legal Ethics in the Curriculum and English being the medium of instruction in the Honours course.

30. Md. Shahidul Islam, LLM (Appeared), Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, suggested that English should be the medium of study for the students of law; the LLB course in the colleges should be modified to a term of 4years so that students can seek admission after HSC; law should be included as a Honours Course in other Government colleges; legal education, especially the fundamental laws, should be included in the SSC and HSC level; there should be an integrated syllabus where the students can get an idea about economics, business, commerce etc and special emphasis should be put on Business laws, Banking laws, IT laws, environmental laws and other new laws; Law Commission should take an initiative to publish law books in Bengali and make these books available to students.

31. Waliur Rahman Dolon, Student of LLM, Rajshahi University, said that an Honours course of 4years in both Universities and Colleges is most suitable for education system. The medium of study should be bilingual and the methodology in the Course should be more pragmatic and should be constantly updated to include new laws and amendments. He strongly suggested that, the Government should be responsible for providing institutional support to the law colleges if these colleges are to function smoothly an d impart quality legal education; the Bar Council should have monitoring authority over the education; the Commission should formulate a standard or policy for appointment of teachers.

32. Mr. Shariful Islam, 4th Year, LLB Hons. Rajshahi University, made two proposals: firstly, he suggested that the medium of study of some subjects in the course should compulsorily be made English; secondly, he suggested for verbal interviews to be conducted by the faculty, compulsorily in English, to develop the language and communication skills of the student.

33. Tareq Mahmood, 3rd Year, LLB Hons. Rajshahi University, suggested that there should be course oriented teaching or training to develop the analytical and communication skills of the students.  He also supported that legal education should be made more practical and suggested that marks should be allocated upon performance in practical activities to motivate the students to pay attention to this aspect of teaching and make it most effective.

34. Advocate Dil Sitara Chuni, Divisional Chief, Bangladesh Jatiya Mohila Ainjibi Samity, suggested that the syllabus should be updated and new laws, such as --International Trade Law, Law of Information, Corporate Law, ADR and Women and Children related Laws, should be included; personal laws and constitutional law should be included compulsorily in the SSC and HSC level; legal education should be made more vocational and should be administered by the Bar Council.

35. Sayeda Samsunnahar Mukti,Advocate, Rajshahi Bar, the cost of vocational training administered by the Bar Council being quite high, she suggested that it should be borne by the Bar Council itself or by some donor agency, to ease the financial burden of the students. Development of Gender Relations should also be as a subject in the Honours course, was her second suggestion.

36. Advocate Purnima Bhattacharya, Rajshahi Bar, suggested that a separate compulsory practical course of 100 marks should be added in the final year of the Honours Course, whereby the University or College authorities will appoint a panel of practising lawyers under whose instructions the students will perform pupilage for that year and the performance of the students will be evaluated by the panel of lawyers so appointed. In this way the students will get a practical understanding of the laws and the workings of the Court. She also suggested that the Bar Vocational Course Should be made more accessible and requested for a transparent policy determining the appointment of teachers free from political consideration.

37. Sanjay Pal, Department of Law and Justice, 4th Year, Rajshahi University, suggested that the practical aspect of legal education should be developed; a practical course which will be equivalent to intimation should be added to the Honours Course; the expense of the Vocational course administered by the Bar should be borne by the Government or some other body.

38. Prof. Mumtazur Rahman, Dean Faculty of Agricluture, Rajshahi University, suggested that the curriculum and syllabus should be modernised; he opined the current system of LLB Course administered by the law colleges should not be altered; English should be made the medium of study.

39. Md. Abdus Samad, Co-ordinator, BLAST, Rajshahi Division, suggested the inclusion of legal aid programme in the LLB Course in the Universities and Colleges; students should be made to participate in mediation and ADR procedures. 

40. Advocate Ruhul Amin Talukder Togor, Principal, Natore Law College, opined that legal education should compulsorily be included in the SSC, HSC level; without altering the present course system, enhancing the quality of teachers, education facilities and teaching methodology can largely contribute to the improvement of legal education.

41. Pavel Chakma, Student, 4th Year, LLB Hons. Rajshahi University, suggested that the teaching methodology must be more practical and up-to-date, focusing also on latest legislation and amendments; more emphasis must be placed on procedural laws and liaison must be established between the Bench, Bar and Faculties so that the students get a clear understanding of the application and procedures of law. He especially requested that ‘indigenous laws’ given due recognition and attention even in legal education.

42. Md. Anisur Rahman, Asst. Prof. Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, opined that the language of instruction should be English; importance in respect of appointment of teachers should be placed on brilliant career of record and a training for teachers institute like JATI should be set up; legal education should be included in the HSC level and not before that.

43. Jewel Adhikari, Student, 4th Year, LLB Hons. Rajshahi University, was of the opinion that basic legal education should be provided at the school and college level; the marks of 100 allotted for each course paper should be altered to 80 marks for the written exam and 20 marks for a viva voce or such other practical evaluation; the exam scripts of the private universities should be corrected by the teachers of public universities to prevent corruption; provision for scholarships for law students should be made by the Government. Lastly he suggested that steps should be taken to improve the teacher-student relationship in the educational institutions.

44. Ahsan Kabir, Asst. Prof. Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, suggested that an effective and realistic syllabus should be formulated by the judicial officers, lawyers and teachers jointly; law colleges should be under the regional jurisdiction of the Universities or under the National University and their curriculum, appointment of teachers, teaching methodology, institutional support should be controlled and administered by the universities.

45. Julkar Naim, LLM, Department of Law and Justice, Rajshahi University, suggested that the subject of ‘cyber crime’ should be included in the syllabus and the teaching method should be such that the students are given a clear conception of conflicting laws and latest amendments.

46. Abu Kaiser, Student, 4th Year, LLB Hons. Rajshahi University, thought that online research facilities should be made part of legal education and IT laws should be included in the syllabus.

47. Nirmalendu Das, 4th Year, LLB Hons. Rajshahi University, the medium of instruction should be in English but steps should also be taken to make Bengali study materials available to the students; the analytical ability of students in light of the Bangladesh perspective has to be developed; as it is very costly and difficult for students of our country to acquire Bar-at-Law on their own steps should be taken to provide assistance in this respect; regular seminars should be arranged as a part of legal education.

48. Md. Abdus Samad, District Judge, Chairman, Divisional Labour Court, Rajshahi, suggested that the objective of legal education is to produce enlightened and learned law graduates and keeping in line with this objective ‘Legal Ethics’ should be an important part of the curriculum; ADR should also be introduced as a subject; in the private law colleges the appointment procedure should be transparent and institutional support and grants should be provided by the Government to improve the quality of education; there should be a system of continuing legal education and teachers should be provide for training; in order to ensure the accountability of teachers a system of evaluation by students or otherwise should be formulated; provision should also be made for training and evaluation of Judges.

With this the deliberation segment of the conference was concluded. Thereupon Prof. Shah Alam in his concluding remarks said that, being a part of such an active and spontaneous participation he felt highly enlightened, inspired and motivated. He believed that this conference would be a great source of inspiration for him and would reflect on his future work. He hoped that in future also all would do their part in furtherance of this process. He was optimistic that with the co-operation of all concerned quarters he would be able to prepare a comprehensive report, with the concrete recommendations and suggestions received, to be submitted to the Government.

The Chairperson in his concluding comments expressed that, he felt honoured and elevated to receive such an overwhelming response from the academic and professional community of the entire region of North Bengal. He believed that interaction with those in the grassroots level it would be possible to prepare a concrete and pragmatic, realistic reform paper. He said that this conference helped get a clear understanding of the problems and issues at the ground level and that this understanding would be of profound help in furtherance of this project. In formulating recommendations relating to law, the people who lived the law must be reached and that is the idea behind this consultation process. This process was a process of education, which would ultimately shape the final recommendation paper. Upon conclusion of these regional conferences an interim report will be prepared. He also reminded the participants that dialogue with specialist will also be held when the draft of the final report is prepared and after much more deliberation the final report will be formulated, which will be presented to the Government. He said that the Law Commission can only function within its statutory powers and many of the recommendations received were beyond this scope. However he stated that the Commission would take all steps within their means to incorporate the opinions of the cross-section of people interested and involved with this project and make sure that these recommendations are adequately reflected when presented to the Government. He carrier on saying that the Law Commission is not an executing body nor is it a legislative body, it is an independent think-tank created by the Government for only recommending changes in law, improvements in law, revising old laws and making recommendations to the Government. Even Law Commission is not authorised to publish its reports, it is the prerogative of the Government. However the present initiative is pilot project, which is the result of the conference held in 2002. It is the Government’s prerogative to accept these recommendations. The Law commission has decided that the best way of making the Government actually take note of its recommendations is to adopt a new methodology in its work, which means, before the Commission sends any recommendations to the Government it must be very transparent, so he Commission has consulted the widest possible interests involved in legal education to elicit their opinion on the matter. In other words the Commission wants the Government to feel that this is unlike any other recommendation of the Commission as it a reflection of the views and recommendations of the nation. The Law Commission is not an executive agency, other agencies carry this responsibility once the Government approves the recommendations of the Commission. However all steps taken in this regard must be feasible according to our contexts and standards, what is possible in developed countries may not be feasible in respect of financial and monetary circumstances of interested quarters here. The Bangladesh model will have to be fashioned according to the capacity of the Bangladesh people and cannot be an idea implanted from outside. He added that the suggestions regarding the curriculum and syllabus are very helpful and specific subjects, such as—clinical legal education, continuing legal education and basic legal education, the role of the Bar Council and UGC and the feasibility of a National Monitoring Body, on this will be included in the revised Background Paper. The Chairperson thanked the participants for their valuable views and assured them that their suggestions would be taken into consideration at the stage of preparing the final report to truly make a representative report as enunciated at the beginning of the seminar. The Chairperson said that on behalf of the Law Commission that they were extremely grateful to all the people who travelled from distant places to be present at the conference and enlighten them with their valuable suggestions. He also expressed special appreciation to the students for speaking their minds and expressing their grievances and hoped that teachers would take note of these genuine expressions of various difficulties and take necessary steps according to their means to rectify these problems. He informed that the Law Commission along with CIDA has formulated four types of comprehensive questionnaires for the four categories of people, namely---faculty members, students, Judges and lawyers and requested the respected participants to oblige by filling in these questionnaires within the prescribed period. He also informed that the participants maysend their opinions in writing to Prof. Shah Alam, if they so wished. He concluded by reiterating his deep thanks and gratitude to all for gracing the occasion with their kind presence.
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